Lesson 3 “Investigating Lumbriculus”

Focus Questions:
1. How can we determine the pulse rate of a blackworm?




2. What will happen if we fragment a blackworm?

Hypothesis:

for #2 If we fragment a blackworm, then ____________________




_____________________________________________________,




because ______________________________________________




_____________________________________________________

Objectives: 

1. Observe, sketch, and measure a blackworm, and compare its 

structure to that of a related organism.




2. Measure and record the average pulse rate of a blackworm.




3. Make observations of a blackworm fragment each week for 3

 weeks to look for signs of change.

4. Update your organism photo card for blackworms.

Getting Started:
1. Prepare your petri dish bottom or lid.

a. If your pair is using the lid, place the filter paper into the lid, but do not trim the paper.

b. If your pair is using the base, place it upside down on the filter paper.  Trace a circle on the filter paper.  Quickly cut out the circle and trim it so that it fits comfortably inside the dish.  Place the circle in the dish.

2. Take your Petri dish and filter paper to the blackworm culture container when your teacher tells you to.  Follow your teacher’s directions to obtain a blackworm.  Do not mix in water or chemicals from any other sources or you risk killing the blackworms.

3. Take turns with your partner, using your hand lens to carefully observe the blackworm.

4. Answer the following:


a. What familiar organism does the blackworm resemble?

b. In what way(s) does the blackworm resemble this organism?

c. In what way(s) is it different from this organism?

d. How can you tell the anterior end (head) from the posterior end (tail) of your blackworm.

OBSERVATIONS:
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